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enroll in Medicare part D. Enrollment 
continues through May 15, 2006, and 
coverage begins January 1, 2006. 

Finally, seniors in our communities 
will have better access to the medica-
tion they need to stay well. Seniors 
can sign up today by calling 1–800– 
MEDICARE or by visiting the Web site 
www.medicare.gov. Seniors who want 
to sign up should have several pieces of 
information on hand: a list of the medi-
cations they are currently taking; in-
formation about any prescription drug 
coverage they may currently have, be 
it employer, union or a Medigap policy; 
the name and address of a local phar-
macy they will use to fill prescriptions; 
the out-of-pocket amount they spend 
on prescription drugs each year; fi-
nally, seniors should have their Medi-
care enrollment information readily 
available. 

As a physician, I know that providing 
our seniors with prescription drug cov-
erage will be beneficial to their health 
and to their wallets. I am glad Medi-
care now works to prevent disease as 
well as treat it. 

f 

BUDGET RECONCILIATION 

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. Speaker, as we move 
towards the vote on budget reconcili-
ation, I trust that the majority does 
not come back with the same old soup 
warmed over or the same old lemon 
with a new twist. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope that we will 
come back with something that really 
meets the needs of the people, not tax 
breaks for the wealthiest 1 percent and 
nothing for the truly needy and those 
who are poor. I hope that we get it 
right this time, Mr. Speaker, and have 
a reconciliation plan that reconciles 
not only the budget but meets the 
needs of the American people. 

f 

MEDICARE 

(Mr. CARTER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, this 
week, seniors across the country can 
take the first steps towards much- 
needed prescription drug benefits when 
they enroll in the Medicare prescrip-
tion drug plan. The plan gives seniors 
the power of choice. Seniors will select 
from multiple plans and choose the op-
tion best suited to their needs. With 
the cost of prescription drugs increas-
ing every year, the ability to choose a 
plan tailored to that senior’s specific 
health needs is invaluable. 

Not only that, but choice encourages 
competition. Private companies will be 
making their prices available for sen-
iors to compare. This, in turn, will 
lower prices in an effort to secure those 
seniors’ business. By giving the seniors 
choice, we give them lower prices. 

Mr. Speaker, the Medicare prescrip-
tion drug coverage card is long over-

due. I am proud of Republicans for pro-
viding a viable solution to America’s 
seniors, and I encourage seniors all 
across the country to take advantage 
of these added benefits. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE 1989 MURDERS 
OF SIX JESUIT PRIESTS IN EL 
SALVADOR 

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, 16 
years ago today, in the dead of night, 
the Salvadoran Army’s U.S.-trained 
Atalacatl Battalion entered the 
grounds of the University of Central 
America in San Salvador, pulled six 
Jesuit priests from their beds, marched 
them out onto the lawn behind their 
residence, put high-powered rifles to 
their heads and shot them dead in cold 
blood. A few minutes later, these same 
soldiers discovered the Jesuits’ house-
keeper and her teenager daughter hid-
ing in the house and murdered them as 
well. 

A bipartisan commission appointed 
by the Speaker of the House and 
chaired by our former colleague, Con-
gressman Joe Moakley, investigated 
this heinous crime, identified the kill-
ers, and the Commission’s report be-
came critical evidence in the prosecu-
tion and conviction of the priests’ kill-
ers and, I believe, in creating support 
for the U.N.-brokered negotiations that 
ended El Salvador’s 12-year civil war. 

Mr. Speaker, I knew these priests. I 
was proud to call them my friends. Let 
us take a moment to remember their 
courage and to remember the bipar-
tisan work of this House under the 
leadership of Joe Moakley that helped 
El Salvador forge a pathway to peace. 

Let us never forget the names of 
those who were murdered on November 
16, 1989: Father Ignacio Ellacuria, Fa-
ther Ignacio Martin-Baro, Father 
Segundo Montes, Father Armando 
Lopez, Father Joaquin Lopez y Lopez, 
Father Juan Ramon Moreno, Celina 
Maricet Ramos and Elba Julia Ramos. 

f 

PRIVATE SUPPORT FOR LOU-
ISIANA FOLLOWING RECENT 
HURRICANES 

(Mr. JINDAL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. JINDAL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to talk about the private support 
that has been delivered to my home 
State of Louisiana following Hurri-
canes Katrina and Rita. The Ford and 
Dodge motor companies donated dozens 
of vehicles to first responders in my 
State. 

In addition, one of the greatest exam-
ples of support, though not the only ex-
ample, came from Wal-Mart. I want to 
take a moment to tell you about it. It 
is easy to tell you of their generosity. 
Wal-Mart donated over $17 million to 

the Bush-Clinton Katrina Fund, the 
Salvation Army and the Red Cross. 
They donated $3.5 million worth of 
merchandise to shelters and command 
centers throughout the Gulf Coast re-
gion. They provided $20,000 in cash do-
nations to animal shelters across the 
region. They provided 150 Internet- 
ready computers to shelters across the 
region to help loved ones stay in con-
tact. They donated use of 25 vacant fa-
cilities for use by relief agencies. Their 
customers have donated more than $8.5 
million in stores across the country. 

The best thing I can do is share a 
brief story that was told to me by the 
men and women on the ground. Wal- 
Mart told officials and first responders, 
We don’t have staff on the ground, they 
have all evacuated, but come in, take 
what you need, just shut the door after 
you leave. 

It took our government days to pro-
vide what Wal-Mart and other private 
companies did in those first few hours. 

f 

BUSH ADMINISTRATION’S INTEL-
LIGENCE WAS NOT A ‘‘SLAM 
DUNK’’ 

(Mr. STUPAK asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, President 
Bush’s latest attacks on those who 
have questioned whether his adminis-
tration manipulated the intelligence to 
justify a war against Iraq is based on 
flawed arguments and falsehoods. 

First, the President said Congress 
had access to the same intelligence as 
the White House prior to the war. This 
is false. The Washington Post writes, 
and I quote, Bush and his aides had ac-
cess to much more voluminous intel-
ligence information than did law-
makers who were dependent on the ad-
ministration to provide the material. 

Second, President Bush claimed the 
bipartisan Senate investigation found 
that he did not misrepresent prewar in-
telligence. Again, the President’s 
statements are wrong. The Senate In-
telligence Committee is not expected 
to complete this phase of their inves-
tigation until next year. 

Third, the President said intelligence 
agencies around the world agreed with 
the Bush administration’s assessment 
of the Iraqi threat. Once again, this 
statement is false. Many of our inter-
national friends concluded that Iraq’s 
threat did not rise to the level of justi-
fying immediate military force. 

Mr. Speaker, the Bush administra-
tion refuses to live in reality. It has no 
plans in Iraq other than, stay the 
course. This administration makes de-
cisions with no understanding of the 
consequences of those decisions. The 
reality is, we lost six more servicemen 
in Iraq in the last 24 hours. 

f 

AMT REFORM 

(Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey asked 
and was given permission to address 
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